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Once upon a time, in a vast and wealthy country, there lived a boy with a very

adventurous spirit, who loved to draw — and he especially loved to draw

characters for computer games. 

when he was very young — back in the time of the asteroids — he

taught himself to draw on the computer, and he and his brother

created a computer game called “auntarctic adventure” which they

succeeded in getting published in another vast and wealthy

country to the north. he was just 16. 

and they made their fortunes in the time of the asteroids,

when there were many gamers between ten and thirty

who wanted to play computer games. 

the boy liked to work very hard. as he grew to manhood,

he spent a long time studying drawing and animation and film. over the

next ten years, he worked with six software developers on nine different

computer games, preparing himself for his big adventure.

the boy, now a young man, freelanced on projects such as “maelstrom”

and “ultima underworld ii”. then, one day, he met another young man,

who had his own game company called distant thunder entertainment.

the talented young man and his new friend threw themselves

into the pit of design, building games called “g-nome” and

“dominion”. when the company was sold to 7th level,

our young man was named creative director for 3d

games. and he was playing, and very happy. 

but both young men shared a similar vision

and their quest for superior game design

ultimately led them to the kingdom of ion,

where they met three other young men of a like mindset.

in turn, this led to the biggest challenge of their lives, to

complete a game they called “dominion: storm over gift3”. 

and they called the company ION STORM.



THE YOUNG MAN IN OUR TALE IS JERRY O’FLAHERTY. 
O’Flaherty and Todd Porter, together with John Romero, Tom

Hall and Bob Wright, formed Ion Storm in 1997.
For 29 year old O’Flaherty, accepting the position of art director

at Ion Storm meant the beginning of a routine of long days and
longer nights. 

With game players now clammering for faster, more intelligent,
real-time strategy and role playing games, Jerry and Todd’s real life
battle has been to manufacture a challenge for current hits such as
Blizzard’s hugely popular Warcraft II and Starcraft. Bungie Soft-
ware, too, has captured a significant portion of the market with
Myth: The Fallen Lords, with its editable war tactics. 

O’Flaherty’s designers at Ion Storm have spent many hours play-
ing all kinds of computer games, studying and analyzing them.
They also look for creative inspiration in the work of film directors
like Ridley Scott, Steven Spielberg and James Cameron, as well as
fantasy artists like Whelan and Frazetta and Parkinson. 

Despite the pressure of impatient gamers who can’t understand
why release dates are late, Ion Storm has resisted the temptation to
rush products to market. In fact, in the search for funding for their
titles, they approached Eidos, a large game publisher, specifically
because Eidos understood the importance of not rushing out a pre-
mature release. Eidos has exhibited patience and support for Ion’s
fanatical attention to detail and quality. 

In the magic kingdom of ion, jerry

worked with his four

designer/producers to conceive

elaborate fantasy game worlds for

the five games that were

to make up ion’s suite of titles. 

the designers drew on the talents of a

team of three comic book style

illustrators, and twenty animators, and

twenty texturing and modeling artists,

all of whom took up their pens and

pencils to meet the challenge of creating worlds

unlike any seen before. 

with care and precision, characters and

scenes were drawn on paper, then

married to text, and presented for

approval, to prince jerry. finally, with

this ‘bible’ for the game complete —

stuffed with 300 pages or more — it

was time for the real game to begin.

BY DINAH TOLTON



ION STORM’S CREW OF COMPUTER ARTISTS RELIES ON JUST

a few software applications to execute their work:
NewTek’s Lightwave and 3D Studio Max by Kinetix
for modeling and animation, and Adobe Photoshop for 
creative imaging.

Each of O’Flaherty’s four designer/pro-
ducers has responsibility for a specific ti-
tle, each overseeing a team of creative
wizards; John Romero is the creator and
designer of 3D action/adventure game
Daikatana; Tom Hall oversees Anachronox,
a 3D sci-fi role-playing game; Todd Porter directs the
teams for both Dominion: Storm Over GIFT3 and Dop-
pelganger, a pair of real-time sci-fi strategy games; and
Warren Spector is the designer and chief architect of
ION Storm Austin.

The rapid influx of Windows NT tools has accelerat-
ed O’Flaherty’s game plan considerably. To generate
basic game code, Ion Storm invested in three different
gaming engines: Quake II, Unreal, and Robo Rumble.
But although these engines provide a base for develop-
ment, it is still up to O’Flaherty’s team to create user in-
terfaces, set final screen resolutions for artwork, and
fine tune game tactics and tools, such as weapons and
characters’ “health”.

With his passion for film, O’Flaherty directs his de-
signers and artists with a film director’s cinematic
point of view, using a frame-by-frame method that
makes the animation more precise, and employ-
ing Hollywood-style framing and editing that lends
a more realistic feel to animation and game play.

As rough sketches and

scribblings evolved into

finished art and working

interactive scenes, the

kingdom quickly grew. 

almost before prince jerry

could blink, there were 85 or more denizens

inhabiting ion’s new castle, perched atop a

magnificent tower: artists and illustrators,

designers and programmers, business managers

and accountants, even musicians.

and word spread throughout the kingdom

that, at last, the first of ion’s games

would be released to computer game

players all across the land.

gamers everywhere would soon find out

whether it had been worth the wait…

which, being game masters themselves, is precisely what they

would hope for. after all, it’s not whether you win or lose…

And prince jerry, todd, and all the 

rest of the ion storm team lived happily ever… 

…but wait! this adventure has barely started. 

and, as in any game, our heroes will probably 

encounter many more obstacles before their final showdown.

which, being game masters themselves, is precisely what they

would hope for. after all, it’s not whether you win or lose…

“DOMINION: STORM OVER GIFT3” (FOR

WINDOWS 95) IS DUE FOR RELEASE IN MAY.
DEMOS OF THIS AND OTHER ION STORM GAMES

IN PROGRESS CAN BE FOUND AT www.ionstorm.com.

(from top) The RageMaster from “Daikatana”, and a
Scorpion Bot, a Human LionBot, and a Darkened
Robotic, all from “Dominion: Storm Over GIFT3”.


